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Week Ending Friday, November 1, 1996

Telephone Remarks With Religious
and Community Leaders in Atlanta,
Georgia
October 25, 1996

Thank you very much, my good and long-
time friend Andrew Young. And I want to
thank all of those who are gathered here at
Paschal’s in Atlanta. We have a good crowd
of folks here. I know we’ve got about 300
ministers and 600 elected officials from
across the country. We’ve got people in
homes and churches and church con-
ferences.

I’m glad to be joined here by two of my
good friends and associates, Alexis Herman,
who is the Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison at the White House; and
Carol Willis, who is with the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, who helped to put this
phone call together.

I know that Mayor Cleaver is on the
phone; Congressman Donald Payne, the
chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus;
Congressman and Reverend Floyd Flake, my
longtime friend and one on my earliest sup-
porters; our campaign cochairs, Alma Brown
and Congressman John Lewis, who was just
with me at this rally in Atlanta. And I under-
stand that Reverend Henry Lyons, the presi-
dent of the National Baptist Convention, is
on the phone, and I want to thank you, Rev-
erend Lyons, for your efforts to restore calm
in the aftermath of last night’s unfortunate
events in St. Petersburg. We all have a re-
sponsibility to foster a climate of reconcili-
ation and peace and to address the underly-
ing causes of this outbreak of violence as
well, and I thank you for what you’re doing
there in St. Petersburg; it’s important to all
of us in America.

And I want to say a word of recognition
to Bishop Chandler Owens of the Church
of God and Christ and to others in that con-
gregation. Let me say one of the oldest and
most distinguished pastors of the Church of

God and Christ, from my home State of Ar-
kansas, passed away the day before yesterday,
Elder Famous Smith, and I want to extend
my sympathies to all of you who knew him.

We just have a few days to go in this elec-
tion. We just had a great rally in Atlanta, and
we had several thousand people there, and
we focused on young people and their future.
I talked about my plans to open the doors
of college education to all Americans. I also
challenged these young people to take some
time to serve in their communities, especially
to teach young children to read.

And I guess that I’d like to begin by saying
I ran for President not only to enact certain
policies that I think are important for the 21st
century—to give us a strong economy, a
clean environment, the world’s best edu-
cational system, a way of dealing with the
problems abroad to make America safer and
more secure and a way of driving down the
crime rate and the violence rate here at
home. I had certain policies I wanted to im-
plement, but I also wanted to change the way
our country was working.

Politics for so long in America has been
about dividing people. And at the national
level, especially, the whole rhetoric, the lan-
guage that you use, the labels that are put
on people, always about dividing us one from
another, whereas that’s not the way we run
anything else. Those of you that are listening
to me, you couldn’t run a church that way.
Atlanta couldn’t have put on the Olympics
that way.

We’re having a brilliant Major League
World Series; if all of a sudden one of the
teams starts calling their own team members
names in public, they’re not going to win.
I tell you, whichever team does that, the
other team is going to win. And so our na-
tional politics had gotten to the point where
we were running it the way we wouldn’t run
our families, our businesses, our churches,
our common community endeavors.
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Yesterday I was in the town of Lake
Charles, Louisiana—has a very dynamic
young woman mayor named Willie Mount.
And she got the community, which is a very
biracial and increasingly multiethnic commu-
nity, to adopt the slogan of ‘‘moving forward
together.’’ Atlanta now, I think, is one of the,
literally, the urban centers of the world, be-
cause 40 years ago it became the city too
busy to hate. And yet, national politics was
dominated essentially by negative political
ads and name-calling. And we changed all
that.

I wanted to have an administration that
looked like America and an administration
that worked more like the other things that
worked in America. And one of the reasons
I spend so much time on community colleges
and one reason I try to open the doors of
college to every American, to make sure
every person would be guaranteed at least
2 years of education after high school is that
I think our country ought to work more the
way these community colleges do. If you go
to one, they’re not bureaucratic; they’re flexi-
ble; they’re changing all the time. They have
to meet high standards of performance or
they go broke. Everybody that graduates
from them gets hired. And they’re open to
everybody and everybody is treated the same.
That’s what I’m trying to do for America. So
I’m proud of the results we’ve achieved.

It’s not only true that the overall economy
is better, but we have, according to the Gov-
ernment statistics from the Census Bureau
just last month, the biggest decline in in-
equality among working people in 27 years,
the biggest drop in child poverty in 20 years,
the biggest drop in poverty among female
head of households in 30 years, and the low-
est overall poverty rate among African-Amer-
icans and American senior citizens ever re-
corded.

Now, African-Americans have had a higher
increase in their average earnings in the last
2 years, even in the overall economy. And
things like homeownership, which is at a 15-
year high overall, are much up among Afri-
can-Americans. The Small Business Adminis-
tration has doubled its loans overall and tri-
pled its loans to women and minorities. And
we haven’t been making loans that violate our
standards of quality. We’re just outreaching,

working hard, trying to move this country to-
gether and move this country forward.

I’m sure most of you on this phone call
know, we have appointed more African-
Americans to important positions in the Cab-
inet and the White House, in the administra-
tion, on the Federal bench than any other
administration in history by a good long ways.
And yet, I’m proud of the fact that my Fed-
eral judges, even though there have been
more women and minority appointments by
far than any previous administration, the
American Bar Association has given higher
ratings to my Federal judges than any other
President since the rating system began,
which proves that we can have excellence
and diversity, which proves you can have af-
firmative action and equal opportunity and
high standards.

When we were fighting for the battle over
affirmative action, the battle which still rages
in our country, and it became all the rage
to just say, ‘‘Let’s get rid of it,’’ I said, ‘‘No,
we ought to mend it, not end it.’’ And I be-
lieve my view is beginning to prevail in the
world and in the United States.

I was in Houston the other day, which is
hardly a bastion of strength for the Demo-
cratic Party and the mayor there, who is a
very talented mayor, explicitly, forthrightly,
and aggressively defended the city’s affirma-
tive action policy and still won support for
reelection from over 80 percent of the people
in his city. And so I think our ‘‘mend it, not
end it’’ policy in the end will prevail.

I believe that the economic efforts we have
made are important. You know, our cam-
paign became the first campaign ever to in-
vest some of the money that we have to save
that we get from the taxpayers and we have
to save to pay bills and make up for any mis-
takes that have been made and make sure
all the accounting is right. Peter Knight, our
campaign chairman, announced that we were
going to deposit millions of dollars in four
leading minority banks in America; no cam-
paign had ever done this—two African-
American banks, including the Citizens Trust
here in Atlanta, and two Hispanic banks, and
I’m proud of that.

The empowerment zones that we created
and the enterprise communities we created,
and the community development banks that
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we created, including one worth almost $500
million in Los Angeles—these are beginning
to loan money to people and to create jobs.
In Detroit, under the leadership of Mayor
Archer, when I took office, the Detroit un-
employment rate was nearly 9 percent.
Today, the unemployment rate in Detroit is
41⁄2 percent. The empowerment zone has
generated $2 billion in private sector capital.
So we can turn our cities around. In virtually
every city in the country there has been a
big drop in the violent crime rate as we put
more police officers on the street and adopt
strategies to prevent crime from happening
in the first place.

So I believe we’re moving in the right di-
rection there. We still have a lot of challenges
in the future, and I would just like to mention
two or three, if I might, that you can play
a particular role in.

Our young people are still faced with a
lot of challenges. And you know that as well
as I do. If anyone had told me 4 years ago
we could bring the violent crime rate in
America down 4 years in a row to a 10-year
low, but we just barely make a dent in crime
among young people, people under 18, I
would have had a hard time believing that.
If anyone had told me 4 years ago our efforts
would stem a lot of the flow of drugs into
America, we’d have a 30 percent decline in
cocaine use and a 13 percent decline in over-
all casual drug use among adults, especially
young adults, but drug use would go up
among children under 18, I would have had
a hard time believing that. So we’ve got some
challenges to meet there, and let me just
make some suggestions.

First of all, we should do no harm; we
should keep doing what we’ve been doing,
getting that message out in our churches and
in our schools that drugs are illegal and
wrong and can kill you. We definitely should
not do what the other side wants to do, which
is to cut the safe and drug-free schools pro-
gram. We need more things for our children
to say yes to. We shouldn’t cut our school
programs that—we’re giving funds now to
schools to stay open after school so kids will
have something else to do. We’re trying to
help our cities start things like sports leagues
to give kids positive things to be involved in,
to increase recreational opportunities.

And so the fight I had with folks in the
other party when they wanted to cut out the
summer job program or cut back on the safe
and drug-free schools program and under-
mine that is that I just don’t think you can
punish these children into obedience. I think
we have to lead them into a good, harmo-
nious, positive life. If somebody does some-
thing terrible and they need to be punished
and put in jail, fine, let’s do that. But first
we have to try to give them a chance to have
a better life.

And let me just say one other thing. Last
week, I asked our young people to make a
little sacrifice to serve our country, and I
hope you will help me sell it, because I know
a lot of them won’t like it. But it’s important
to point out that 90 percent of our children
are still drug-free. Ninety percent of these
kids are out there doing the right thing, try-
ing to be good citizens. But still, to have 10
percent or nearly 11 now, having experi-
mented with drugs, is too many, when we
had it down to about 51⁄2 or 6 percent just
a few years ago.

And so I think that we ought to make a
drug test a part, a regular part of getting a
driver’s license. Now, we know that for 90
percent of the kids, they don’t need it, but
if they’ll do that and be responsible and help
us, how many of these other children are we
going to be able to find and save before they
get in serious trouble and before it’s too late?
I think this is very important.

And the last point I’d like to make is this:
We have to keep growing the economy, and
we have to keep moving people into work,
and we have to do it in the right way. In
the last 4 years I’m very proud of the fact
that we’ve moved about 2 million people
from welfare to work and we’ve increased
child support collections by almost 50 per-
cent, right at $4 billion.

The welfare reform bill poses a special
challenge to all of us, but it also give us a
terrific opportunity. Because what it says is,
we’ll keep paying for the health care and the
food for poor families as a national guarantee
for all poor families. If someone moves from
welfare to work we will spend more on child
care than ever before. But that portion of
the Federal Government’s money that used
to go to the welfare check will now go to
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States and by extension, the local commu-
nities. And everybody will have 2 years to
figure out how to turn that welfare check into
a paycheck.

Now, this is a terrific opportunity for us.
And let me give you an example—Mayor
Cleaver is on the phone here—in Kansas City
2 years ago we gave them the chance to do
something I’ve been begging every State in
America to do. We gave them all the welfare
funds, and we said that you could have per-
mission to give employers a welfare check
as a wage supplement for up to 4 years if
they will hire people off welfare and creating
new jobs, not replacing people. And we’ll
guarantee that they’ll be able to keep their
Medicaid for several years if they go to work
in a business that doesn’t give health insur-
ance.

Almost immediately hundreds of people
got jobs. And businesses that never thought
they would even consider hiring anybody off
welfare before did it and could afford to help
train the people because they were getting
the welfare check as a wage supplement.

Now, I want to challenge all the pastors
here—you can think about that, if that option
were given to you, you might be able to do
such a thing as that. You might be able to
add to the church staff if the local folks would
give you the welfare check and say, here is
the welfare check, this is the premium we’re
paying you to train folks, to see after their
kids and make sure they’re all right, and
they’re going into the future. We can do this.
This is the right way to do it. We’re going
to give special targeted tax credits to private
sector businesses to do the same thing. This
is the right way to do it. We don’t have the
ability to have a big Government public
works job, and we want all these families to
be brought into the mainstream. They need
homes and neighborhoods and support sys-
tems. And we can do this.

Now, all of this depends upon this elec-
tion. And that’s the last thing I want to say.
Your vote will decide this election. But
whether you vote will also decide this elec-
tion. And I can do a pretty good job of saying
no if I have to. I’ve shown that I know how
to sign that veto pen pretty good.

But we also want to say yes to America—
to a new direction, to keep this economy

growing, to keep preserving the environ-
ment, to clean up these toxic waste sites in
our cities so our children will be growing up
next to parks, not poison, to continue to ex-
pand health care coverage to people when
they’re unemployed for 6 months, to expand
coverage to a million more children—all this
is in my balanced budget plan—to provide
mammograms to women who are on Medi-
care, to help families care for a member who
has Alzheimer’s, to give them a little time
off. All this is in our balanced budget plan—
to open the doors of college education to all.

All these things require affirmative steps
to move America forward. And you can look
at these races all across America. And you
can look—a lot of States in the Presidential
race are very close. And the outcome will
be determined by the turnout.

Don’t be fooled by the polls. In the first
place, the polls don’t count much in Presi-
dential elections; it’s who wins the largest
number of States. You know, I could win one
State by two to one and Senator Dole could
win two States by one vote, and I’d have lots
more votes, and he’d have more electoral
votes.

And let me tell you, that’s not an accident.
We’ve had two times in American history
where the person with the most votes lost
the White House. This turnout question is
not an academic question. Twice already in
American history, the President—the person
that ran for President, got the most votes,
actually lost the White House. The choice
of the people didn’t serve. The choice of the
States served. We still have the system we
started with.

We won Georgia in 1992 by eight-tenths
of one percent. The last poll had us 6 percent
ahead on Saturday night before the election.
And you may remember, I came here and
Senator Nunn and Governor Miller and
Hank Aaron, and I did a rally in a stadium
outside Atlanta. We had over 25,000 people
there.

But on election day—and the 6-point poll
was right, but on election day, they showed
up in higher numbers than we did. That’s
what happened. We won New Jersey by one
percentage point. We won Ohio by 2 per-
centage points. And I could go on and on
and on and on.
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So in the President’s race, in the Senate
races, in the House races, in the governor-
ships, it’s not—the choice people make for
their future is not just for whom they vote,
but it’s whether they vote.

Now, you know what to do. You know how
to do it. I think every one of you listening
to me today understands the profound his-
toric significance of this vote.

But I just sit here—I’m in Georgia today.
We just left this rally, so I’m thinking espe-
cially about Max Cleland. It’s hard to imagine
an American serving in public life today who
sacrificed more for his country than Max
Cleland, a man who nearly gave his life, gave
up three of his limbs to serve America in
the war in Vietnam. But he’s still out there
with a smile on his face, a song in his heart,
trying to serve the public. Being attacked as
being too liberal—that—is he—I don’t think
so.

It’s just that his idea of sacrifice is not tak-
ing Head Start away from children or telling
people they can’t have a college loan or tell-
ing young people that live in poor inner-city
neighborhoods they have to go on living by
their toxic waste dumps because we’re going
to cut environmental enforcement and envi-
ronmental protection. His idea of service is
helping other people to make the most of
their own lives so that the sacrifice he made
so many years ago is for the America of his
dreams. And that’s why I so—I want Max
Cleland to win. He is a remarkable man. I’ve
known him many, many years. He’s a won-
derful man.

It all depends on the turnout. So I ask you
all to think about that. Do what you can. You
know what to do. You know how to do it.
And if we all show up, we’ll have a real cele-
bration on November 5th.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. from
Paschal’s Restaurant. In his remarks, he referred
to former United Nations Ambassador Andrew
Young; Carol Willis, senior adviser to the chair,
Democratic National Committee; Mayor Eman-
uel Cleaver II of Kansas City, MO; Alma Brown,
national cochair, Clinton/Gore ’96; Bishop Chan-
dler Owens, presiding bishop, Church of God and
Christ; Mayor Dennis W. Archer of Detroit; Gov.
Zell Miller of Georgia; former baseball player
Hank Aaron; and Max Cleland, Democratic can-

didate for the Senate in Georgia. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks in Macon, Georgia
October 25, 1996

The President. Thank you. Hello, Macon.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you so much.

Thank you. Mr. Mayor, thank you for a beau-
tiful day in a beautiful city. I’m delighted to
be here. Thank you for the Macon Whoopee
hockey jersey. [Laughter] You know, tomor-
row is Hillary’s birthday; maybe I ought to
give that to her. [Laughter] If that gets on
the news before I get home tonight, I’m in
deep trouble. [Laughter]

I want to thank all of our musicians here,
the Central High School Marching Charger
Band, the Northeast High School Raider
Band. I thank the Community Church of
God choir, the New Fellowship Missionary
Baptist Church choir, the Swift Creek
Church choir. Thank you all.

I thank the Mayor again for welcoming me
here. I thank Mayor Floyd Adams, who has
come all the way from Savannah to be with
us—one of the most beautiful cities in Amer-
ica. Thank you. I thank the legislators and
the others who are here. I thank Rosemary
Kaszans, who’s running for Congress in
Georgia, and wish her well.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the person who seeks to be your Congress-
man here, Jim Wiggins. Jim Wiggins is really
what a Member of Congress from this district
ought to be, a distinguished American vet-
eran, a distinguished prosecuting attorney
who did an excellent job as the United States
Attorney here. I frankly hated to lose him
in that position. But I was proud of him for
coming back home and wanting to run for
Congress to try to give this district to the
people of Georgia and to its future. Thank
you, Jim Wiggins, for your [inaudible]——

Thank you, Richard Gallo, and the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Police Officers, for
your support. One of the most moving things
to me in this election has been to have every
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